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Rescue plan for starving animals

Experts offer advice, medicine and food for Robben Island’s
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one of 10 overnight stays at Cape Town'’s

Aquila Private Game Reserve worth R 6000 each
(package includes; W¥ ¥ ¥ Luxury Accommodation, 2 Game Drives & 3 Meals)

The implementation of a feeding and capture program, a vegetation and land management
program, as well as the relocation of the animals to sanctuaries (permit pending) could cost in
excess of R2Z million.

Derman, owner of Aquila Private Game Reserve has pledged R250 000 and invites:

“Friends of Robben Island”, animal lovers, conservationists, eco-enthusiasts, proud
Capetonians and the like, to visit Aquila’s conservation page at: www.aquilasafari.com
where they can monitor the situation and pledge donations whether it be; cash,
vegetables and bread, animal feed, medical supplies, veterinary services, fuel for boats and vehicles,
bullding and fencing materials, a much needed quad bike and trailer, a vehicle trailer, steel wire,
canvas and poles for capture boma materials, water pipes, water pumps and tanks, salaries for
conservationists and game capture staff.

“It might seem like a lot of money and effort to some in order to save a few hundred antelope and
rabbits, However I°'d be honored to be involved In saving the original bloodlines of these historic and
endangered animals, and lmit any further bloodshed and overgrazing impact on the land, at a world

heritage sight of such great significance right on my doorstep.” - Searl Derman

CAPE TOWIN'S ONLY AUTHENTIC BIG-5 SAFART

™ REAL AFRICA - REAL CLOSE - TO CAPETOWN

AQUILA ANIMAL RESCUE
AND CONSERVATION CENTRE




et - R SN R o

IM S

AQUILA ANIMAL RESCUE AND CONSERVATION CENTRE
(ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED UNDER SECTION 21)

CATEGORIES:
Best Overall Environmental Management System

CONTENTS:

1. Introduction/ Summary to Aquila Animal Rescue and
Conservation Centre and Searl Derman

2. Success over the past year (2008)

- Robben Island Assistance

- Job Creation and Community Upliftment




Introduction/ Summary to Aquila Animal Rescue and
Conservation Centre and Searl Derman

Searl Derman was born in Cape Town, South Africa and attended
boarding school in the Karoo where weekends spent in nearby
towns like Oudshoorn, Prince Albert, De Rust and Klarstroom
inspired his passion for the outdoors and Africa’s wildlife.

2008 was a significant milestone of Aquila’s history when upon
hearing of the plight of wildlife starving on Robben Island, Searl
Derman immediately took it upon himself to help by raising
awareness and funds to assist the animals with the support of
Robben Island Management. Within days Searl Derman and his
wildlife team had visited to assess the problems and started to
ship vital nutritional feed costing hundreds of thousands of
Rands as well as veterinary assistance. International awareness
was created due to his campaign and a thorough plan has been
put into place to not only save the wildlife but also rehabilitate
the eco-system.

Searl Derman, who had owned a dormant section 21 company for
several years felt that this was the right time to launch Aquila
Animal Rescue and Conservation Centre - 2004/011009/08

Searl Derman has gained an impeccable reputation as one of the
most inspiring entrepreneurs in South Africa featured as
personality of the week and hailed as ‘Champion of the Poor’ by
the Argus newspaper based on Aquila Private Game Reserve
being the single biggest job creator/employer in the Touwsriver
area, one of the hardest hit communities in the Western Cape as
a result of the ‘railway town’ closing several years ago and as a
result of Aquila Private Game Reserve, the community is
benefiting on many levels through ongoing sustainable
community projects. He is known for his innovative approach to
both business and people.

His main focus is on Job creation, Conservation and Tourism.
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SUCCESS OVER THE PAST YEAR (2008)
- Robben Island Assistance -

ROBBEN ISLAND ASSISTANCE

On the 29 April 2008 Searl Derman, the owner of Aquila Private
Game Reserve came across a newspaper article headlining how
the fallow deer and rabbits were starving on Robben Island. Searl
Derman immediately contacted the appropriate authorities asking
how he could assist them. Searl Derman then set out to meet with
Robben Island, and the other involved parties in order to find a
solution to the problem at hand.




SUCCESS OVER THE PAST YEAR (2008)
- Robben Island Assistance -

On the 28 May 2008 Searl Derman was asked to provide a
detailed plan as to how he envisaged the operation to take place.
To follow is an amended extract from a letter directed to Paul
Langa who was the Director of Robben Island Museum:

Thank you for your letter dated 28th May 2008. Aquila's assistance on Robben Island has
been an absolute pleasure. Please be assured that it will be ongoing.

I trust you are aware of the recent letter from the SPCA ensuring us of their support. At a
meeting held on the 28th May 2008, Shaun Davis will be able to confirm the SPCA’s total
buy in to our plan, as quoted by them, “it seems to be the only possible, viable and
affordable solution.”

In order to give you an envisaged timeframe: We plan to supplement feed for 3 weeks
(smaller quantities more frequently) in order to get the animals to identify vehicles and
people as a stress free feeding solution.

Immediately thereafter, we plan to erect 2 passive capture boma'’s at the rate of 1 side every
10 days.

The capture of all the animals could take two or three weeks. During this period, transport
crates built to IATA specifications will be manufactured at Aquila.

Once the animals are captured, we would need to hold them in the holding camp for at least
two weeks, whilst we boost their condition before handling. Which would mean that it would
be an ongoing process of catching up to 40 animals every 3 weeks (min), intensive feeding,
medical care and desensitizing them to human activity.

We would need a minimum of 4 weeks to eradicate internal and external parasites, vaccinate
animals (should State Vet feel it’s necessary), and increase the general condition of the
antelope. This is in order to give them the best chance of surviving the sterilization and
proposed transportation. During this time they will also have a lot of interaction with
people, and this will also allow them more time to become accustomed to people around
them, and the noise and strange smells that accompany people, which will increase their
chances of survival during transportation.




SUCCESS OVER THE PAST YEAR (2008)
- Robben Island Assistance -

We have a commitment from several veterinary surgeons that will assist us with sterilization
or contraception of the antelope. Sterilization will obviously take a lot longer.

Once the animals’ condition is in a better state, and they have recovered from the
sterilization operation, the animals could be removed from the island by boat, helicopter or
plane as long as this does not interfere with the bird life as approved by MCM, and will take
approximately two weeks.

I would estimate this whole procedure to take 6-12 months, however, most of the stress will
be off the land much sooner.

As far as the rabbits are concerned, our plan is to manufacture 5-10 portable traps that
could be disassembled for transportation. Each rabbit trap will be designed to catch as
many rabbits at one time as possible. The estimated manufacturing time is +/- 3 weeks.

I would also estimate that we would be able to catch between 10 and 50 rabbits per trap per
day in the beginning. However, as we catch more rabbits, so it will become more difficult to
catch the remaining rabbits. The capture of the rabbits could take several months. If a
handful of rabbits are left, then the same problem will rear its head again in a few years.
We are hoping to use existing buildings on the island accommodate the trapped rabbits
under the watchful eye of the SPCA to ensure the rabbits welfare. | am in a position to help
with the capture and feeding of the rabbits, however, inevitably it would be up to Western
Cape Nature Conservation (WCNC) to issue permits releasing them off the island. |
understand and respect their concerns and in an attempt to remain apolitical yet, whole
heartedly committed, | would offer to assist with the expensive sterilization or
(contraception) of the rabbits if it would save their lives. Regrettably, | doubt that sufficient
adequate sanctuaries will be found before either the feeding resources (to feed 5000
rabbits) or adequate accommodation on the island is exhausted. Only at that stage would
culling be an option over starvation.

The above timeframes are conservative and | believe that if we are lucky we could remove
509% of the rabbits within the first 3 weeks. A further 25%-40% within the next 3 weeks
thereafter.

This would be the fastest possible way to relieve the current overgrazing stress on the
island.




SUCCESS OVER THE PAST YEAR (2008)
- Robben Island Assistance -

All deadlines are approximates and not guaranteed. The above is also weather dependent as
well as limited to the infrastructure, accommodation and vehicles that we would need avail-
able on the jsland.

Douw Grobbelaar one of the world’'s most famous and qualified vets has committed to over-
seeing the capture, contraception and sterilization process. Douw Grobbelaar and | were in-
strumental in capturing the elusive Rondevlei hippo that escaped approximately 3 years
ago. We also worked on the ‘ground breaking’ internationally publicized experiment at
Phinda Game Reserve in KZN, where along with the USA Disneyland vets, the sterilisation of
wild elephants (by means of darting from helicopters and operating on the elephants) as a
viable means of contraception was attempted.

In addition to the +/- R250 000 that | initially committed to (almost spent), | would need to
immediately commit to another +/- R350 000 of capture equipment specific to antelope
and portable mass capture traps for the rabbits. As the consensus is that time is of the es-
sence and in order to progress, | would therefore require a firm commitment of your sup-
port for 1 year (although as presented | expect almost immediate pressure off the land and
the whole operation should take under 6 months), addressed to myself as soon as possible.

I trust that as agreed by the SPCA you appreciate that this is the most; humane, affordable,
viable and the fastest solution with the best publicity possible for Robben Island. | trust that
you can also appreciate that should | spend R600 000 to save the animals, and absorb the
risk and the responsibility for the project and the animals, | would need your firm commit-
ment and support.

Further to this Searl Derman received a letter from Robben Island confirming that the above
plan had been accepted by Robben Island. Searl Derman through ARC a section 21 Company
owned by Searl Derman, is raising funds in order to facilitate the project. To date Aquila Pri-
vate Game Reserve has already financed over R250 000 to this project. ARC intends to build
a raptor rehabilitation centre, as well as an in house veterinary clinic to assist with the many
wild animals, ranging from baboons, injured or orphaned, caracals etc that are constantly
brought to Aquila Private Game Reserves doorstep.

Besides the huge amount of positive media coverage, Searl Derman has been acknowledged
on local radio stations including Good Hope FM, 567 Cape Talk, KFM, Bush Radio and tv
such as Take 5 at Indaba, Carte Blanche and CNBC as well as multiple newspapers, maga-
zines and internet sites worldwide.




SUCCESS OVER THE PAST YEAR (2008)
- Job Creation and Community Upliftment -

JOB CREATION AND COMMUNITY UPLIFTMENT

As the land across the road from Aquila Private Game Reserve is
currently being developed to house the new conservation projects
of ARC like the cheetah project, rescuing of canned lions and

rapture education centre this construction is further providing
employment in the Touwriver community.
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Island deer can

move - but not
the rabbits |

CapeNature cool on rescue plan

By JOHN YELD

onment & Soence Writer

Robben Island's beleaguered
fallow deer may be taken off
he island to a properly fencd
sanctuary that already ki s
this species, but the orme- dof
live rabbits - one of the world's
worst invasive species - is o
“no-no”.

That'st" = word from Dr Kas
Hamman Liodiversity director
of the province's statutory
nature conservation agency
CapeNature which lssues per-
mits for the capture and trans-
port of all animals in the
province.

His statement comes as a
private inftiative Is under way
to save the allen deer; rabbits
and other mammal species
from starvation, after the
island's natiral vegetation was
devastated by an over-popula-
tion of animals and a lack of
rain

This initiative is being led
by Searle Derman of the
Aquiln private game reserve
near Touws River, who has
pledged R250 000 and who last
week took another large food
drop that included vitamin
blocks out to the island.

Derman wants to feed the
animals regularly so that they
will be better abile to withstand
the stress of a possible capture
and move to the mainland. The
feeding will also habltuate
them to a capture boma to be
buflt around the feeding points.

Hamman said In a state-
ment that CapeNature had
been linising with the Robben
Island Museum authorities for
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and rabbit populations and
stubsequent over-utilisation of
natural ecosystems on the
island.

Fallow deer were known to
breed and spread freely and
were *"infamously difficult” to
control once a population had
become feral, Humman pointed
out.

“There have unfortunately
been numerous - introductions
of fallow deer into South Africa
and the Western Cape and they
are now well established as
feral populations at several
localities.

“There is also growing evi-
demce that fallow deer popula-
tions are rapidly expanding
into many natural karooid
(Karoo-type) environments."

Although CapeNature did
not generally advocate the
translocation of invasive allen
game species within the
province, it had told the Robben
Island Museum that it would
allow the deer to be moved,
subject to strict conditions,
Hamman said.

These included that proper-
ties to which they were moved
were not currently targeted by
CapeNature for a stewardship

arrangerent.

A habitat assessment had 1o
be provided that demonstrated
that little or no environmental
degradation would be caused to
the natural habitat. Benefi-

fence and no future trade in
live fallow deer would be
owed

CapeNature “strongly”
advised the Robben Island
Museum management to sither
cull the deer; in a belated effort
to stem the tide of the damage
to the island's vegetation and
wildlife and immediate com-
mencement of rehabilitation of
the veld" or alternatively
remove themn, Hamman said,

CapeNature was adamant
that the rabbits could not be
brought off the island alive, he
added.

He pointed out that, in 1858,
Just 34 wild rabbits had been
released into the wild in Aus-
tralia, yet by 1838 their popula-
tion had exploded to an esti-
muted 10 billion.

“Although perceived by
some as an ideal pet, the Euro-
pean rabbit s listed as one of
the world's worst invasive alien
species and is regarded by
some as being one of the
world's five worst invasive |
species.” |
Rabbits were responsible for
serjous erosion problems as
they ate virtually“all plants |
available to them - including |
roots and seeds - which left the |
topsoll exposed and vulnerable
to erosion, Hamman said. II

“This removal of topsoll is
devastating to the land as it
may take hundreds of years to |
regenerate the topsoil to its |
original condition.

“We strongly recommend »'
thast the most effective, efficient |
and least damaging solution |
for the removal of rabbits from |
the island from a biodiversity
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As ETHOS is a brand-new initiave, we are still currently processing

Reprieve offered for the

2 06 2008

Robben Island fallow deer

NATASHA JOSEPH

ROBBEN ISLAND'S burgeon-
ing alien fallow deer population
should be culled, or removed
and relocated according to
stringent

CapeNature.

The conservation authority
said in a statement that the
island's management was ulti-
mately responsible for decisions
about its alien deer and rabbit
populations.

CapeNature's statement fol-
lows reports that animals on the
island, a World Heritage Site,
are starving to death because of
a lack of vegetation.

A large feral rabbit popula-
tion has been blamed for this.

CapeNature’s director of bio-
diversity, Kas Hamman, said the
island would be allowed to move
deer from the island if certain
conditions were met. Among
these were that:

® The new habitat have resi-
dent and legally acquired fallow
deer.

® The new habitat may not
be in an area targeted by Cape-
Nature for a stewardship con-
servation agreement.

conditions, says,

® A habitat assessment must
demonstrate that “little or no
environmental degradation”
would be caused by the introduc-
tion of the island’'s fallow
deer:

As a “responsible conserva-
tion authority”, CapeNature
said it “cannot allow, nor sup-
port, any new introductions of
fallow deer within the ...
province through agreeing to
new ‘fallow deer sanctuaries’ .

CapeNature said it “strongly
advises” that the island cull its
fallow deer population, “in a
belated effort to stem the tide of
the damage”, or arrange for the
removal of the deer according to
the conservation authority’s
stringent guidelines.

It also advised that the most
“effective, efficient and least
damaging solution” to the rabbit
problem was to have the rabbits
“culled on site”.

Robben Island’s environmen-
tal co-ordinator, Shaun Davis,
said CapeNature was one of the
island'’s stakeholders, and any
advice it offered on the natural
environment and conservation
would be considered.

natasha.joseph@inl.co.za

applications and setting up our database.

This page will be updated shortly, so check back soon.

N If you want information on resorts certified at this time {(but not
yet listed on the site), please contact us.

Please dick on the Resort logo below to go to their website.
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AL GAME RESE

Mr. Derman was given the honour of giving the official speech at Madiba’s 90th
birthday in front of South Africa’s most prestigious leaders and celebrities.

Mr. Derman was also honoured to be invited to plant a tree on the island for his
major contribution in saving Robben Island's World Heritage Status.

18 July 2008
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